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SUBJ: OPERATION POPPY 

1. SYNOPSIS: ONE MONTH IN THE FIELD, COVERING FOUR NORTH- 
ERN PROVINCES HAS REVEALED NO CURRENT CULTIVATION OF OPIUM 
POPPIES, MERELY SPORADIC GROWTH IN CERTAIN AREAS. INTER- 
VIEWS HAVE REVEALED ONLY WAR TIME CULTIVATION IN PERHAPS 
TWO PROVINCES. ADDITIONALLY, UNSEASONABLE HEAVY RAINS ARE 
SOMEWHAT DELAYING THE STUDY. 

2. DETAILS: THUS FAR EXAMINATION OE THE EOUR NORTHERN 
PROVINCES HAS REVEALED NO CULTIVATION OE OPIUM POPPIES, 
MERELY SPORADIC WILD GROWTH IN WHEAT EIELDS OF COTOPAXI 
PROVINCE. MANY POPPIES HAVE BEEN LOCATED, HOWEVER NOT 
THE OPIUM PRODUCING VARIETY WHICH HAVE LED TO CONELICTING 
REPORTS IN THE PAST. THE ACID CONTENTS OF THE SOIL OF 

THE ABOVE MENTIONED EOUR PROVINCES (CARCHI, IMBABURA, 
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ALTITUDE OF 1800-3200 METERS, IS IDEAL FOR CULTIVATION 
OF THE OPIUM PRODUCING POPPY. NO CULTIVATION OR GROWTH 
SO FAR HAS BEEN FOUND ABOVE 3200 METERS, DUE TO THE 
COLD WEATHER. 

3. INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED WITH NATIVES IN IMBABURA 
PROVINCE REVEAL THAT THERE WAS CULTIVATION OF OPIUM 
POPPIES DURING WW II. ONE PERSON INTERVIEWED RECALLED 
WORKING IN THE OPIUM POPPY FIELDS DURING THE WAR YEARS, 
WHEREAS HE COLLECTED THE OPIUM AND WAS TOLD IT WAS 
DESTINED FOR THE US FOR THE WAR EFFORT. AT THAT TIME 
REPORTEDLY THERE WERE MANY, MANY SITES OF CULTIVATED 
POPPIES IN PERHAPS 1/2 ACRE PLOTS, IN AN EFFORT TO 
CONCEAL THEM. MANY PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED, INCLUDING 
TOWN MAYORS, ARMY AND POLICE OFFICIALS; SOME AMERICANS 
WERE PRESENT AT THE SITES. 

4. AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE WAR, THE ECUADOREAN 
ARMY DESTROYED ALL FTI.FDS OF CULTIVATED POPPIES AND 
NONE HAVE BEEN GROWN SINCE IN THOSE AREAS. PARTS OF 
PICHINCHA PROVINCE ALSO WERE INVOLVED. 

5. THE RECENT INCLEMENT WEATHER HAS CONSIDERABLY 
DELAYED OPERATION POPPY WITH UNSEASONABLE HEAVY RAINS 
IN THE SIERRA. THE STUDY IS SCHEDULED TO RECONVENE ON 
JULY 22ND, CONCENTRATING IN THE MORE SUSPECTED AREAS OF 
BOLIVAR, CHIMBORAZO AND TUNGURAHUA. 

6. A MORE DETAILED REPORT HAS BEEN FORWARDED ON A 
DEA6. 

BREWSTER 
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